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SHIPS NAMED " ILLAWARRA" 
(The following letter from the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, to 
Miss Grizcl Gray of Walmer, Kent, has been kindly passed on by Miss Gray 
to the Society). 
(I) Iron paddle steamer of 522 tons gross, 313 tons net, built in 
1878 by Wigham, Richardson & Co., Newcastle on Tyne. 
length 190 ft., beam 23.7 ft., depth 16.5 ft., horsepower 217. 
She was owned by the lllawarra and South Coast Steam Navi-
gation Company, Sydney (manager, T. H. Jackson). 
(2) Iron Clipper of 1972 tons gross, 1802 tons net, built in 1881 
by Dobie & Co., Glasgow. Length 269.1 ft., beam 40.6 ft., depth 
24 ft. She was rigged with double fore-and main-mast top-
gallants, single mizen topgallant and royals. She was owned by 
Devitt & Moore of London, who put her into the Sydney trade. 
Despite her large cargo capacity she was fairly fast, and her out-
ward and homeward passages averaged under 90 days. 
Her b~st-known commander was Captain Corvasso. The 
following are her passages in the Australian wool fleet: 
Sydney Reached london Days Out 
7th December, 18B5 21st March, 1886 104 
2th January, 1887 22nd April, 1887 97 
5th December, 1887 5th March, 1888 94 
December, 1889 5th April, 1890 103 
In 1899 she succeeded the Hesperus as a training ship under 
scheme started by Lord Brassey and Sir Thomas Devitt in 
890. Under this scheme parents played a larger premium than 
which insured that their sons were given a thorough know-
of seafaring, and received good food and treatment. Cap-
Maitland trained the premium cadets aboard her from 1899 
1907. In 1907 the company decided that it needed a larger 
for a round the world training cruise, sold the lllawarra and 
the Port Jackson. 
Her new owners were Akties lllawarra (N . A Lydersen), 
- .. d ,.,•nd, Norway. On the 5th March, 1912, she was a band-
in the North Atlantic on passage from Leith to Valparaiso. 
were taken off by the s.s. Mancheste r Mariner and trans-
to the s.s. Bengore Head. 
There are two photographs of her opposite page 249 of 
Colonial Clippers by Basil Lubbock. (Brown, Son & Ferguson. 
1948). 
m yacht built by the Bath Iron Works, Maine, in 1896 at 
of $60,000. Length 106 ft. 3 in., beam 18 ft. 6 in., depth 
11 in., speed 12 knots. Owner: Eugene Tompkins. 
THE LOCOMOTIVE CAME TO WOLLONGONG 
It is just on 45 years ago - in the year 1878 - that the 
of the bush was disturbed by the whistle and rumble of 
locomotive. In that year the Mount Keira Company im-
a loco to draw the waggons from the bottom of the incline 
wharf. Prior to that horses were employed for the work . 
Cook - still living at Garden Hill, with a memory of 
for district events - was the driver in charge of the 
The locomotive; Keira No. 1, was brought to Wollongong 
